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□ THo draw,'„ g(s) ,, 1ed „„ — is □ app rored D aisapp^ 

n, V"n<ter35U.S.C. S ii 9 ( aH(l) 

O *c»ived. ""■CERTIFIED cop, eso( „. p*^ ^ ^ 

Attachments) 



■is/are pending in the application, 
is/are withdrawn from consideration, 
is/are allowed, 
is/are rejected, 
is/are objected to. 
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1. This Office action is responsive to the election <r>aper 
No. 3, filed November 26, 200 2 wherein the claims of Group I 
1-11 were elected for prosecution in the instant application with 
traverse. clai ras 12-24 stand withdrawn by the Examiner as being 
part of the non-elected inventions. 

2- The Examiner has considered the traversal of claim 12 
as being a claim to "means" for practicing the process claims set 
forth in the Group I invention. Mt . r carefully reviewing the 
cited sections of the MPEP, the Examiner agre£s ^ ^ ^ 
satisfies the "means" claim limitations as set forth therein 
however, since the process claims of 1-n are not indicated as 
allowable at this time, claim 12 is held in a withdrawn status 
-ith the remaining apparatus claims. At a time where claims l-n 
are determined to be patentable, claim 12 would be entitled to 
rejoinder if all claimed limitations as set forth in the process 
olarms are specifically shown in the means claim of claim 12. 

3- The following is a quotation of 35 u.s.c. § 103 (a) 
which forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in 
this Office action: 

is^ot P ?d:nticaLy°dis:io^d lned , th ° USh the i-ention 
in section 102 o^h^t^e Vthe^?? " Mt f ° rth 
between the subject matter sought to be ^tented „ 
the prior art are surh t-v, a *- ?u C- Patented and 



ion 
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«• Claims W1 are rejected ^ ^ u s ^ § ^ 
being unpatentable over Adams. 

The scope of the protection sou gh t is d e Soribed , taught 
«- ^sted by Adams whereln a ^^^^^ ^^^^^ 

fabr.cat.on process is d e S cr ib e d u tili 2ing latent iraagery The 
-pe o f the protection sou g ht i n the instant ap plication 
-awn to a method co m pris ing formin g a laver o f photoresist^ above 
a Process laver forme d above a first semiconductor substrate 
determining a position at a top sur f ace of the layer Qf ' 
P-toresist, positions a full plane of . ^ _ 

layer " Ph ° t0reS1St ^ «■« d eter ra i„ ed position an d 
energizing the light source. 

Column 13, linpo i o Q « » -, 

, lines 1-29 of Adams describe afield 

curvature embodiment for their invention. ln this passa.e rs 

optimum focus vaiue d surface is then utilised as the 

r Sltl ° n ener9i21 " 3 "** — ce. This ascribes the 
^aoic requirements of the in* a „ f • 

lnStant ^ntion as claimed. However 
it is unclear whether a strict- ■ ■ 

the , dete ™«-ation of the position of 

top surface is made based on this d isclosure. It i s the 
B^aminer-s position that the location of the top surface must be 
« th. determination of the focal plane as described in the 
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« not present, the Examiner is not ^ , ^ o g c § ^ 

-section of anticipation. In lleu o f tnis, a 35 „. s . c s 103 
-action o f p^^ obviousness ^ being issued ^ 
Kxa m iner over Adaras in ^ _ ^ 

he re gulsite art , s Wledge ^ ^ ^ ^ 

wou d necess a ri ly need t o d eter m i ne th e position o f tne top 

;: r of the ph — ■ - - - * * s imPOSSlble 

r7 ne f ° Cal PlanS ^ - - f ace o f 

the optimum focus values. 

e— can nor mally be --^^ 

unsuccessful, ^he^xam^w !° h the exaiTliner b Y telephone ar ? 
reached on (703) 308 2464 VpST 8 ° r ' ■ Mark Hu "' can be 
non-final fax should be senf /^T UniCation th ^ is for a 
fax should be sent to (70^) 8 7^°- 93 Jl! 872 " 93l °- afterfinal 

whose telephone number is (703) 308-06 5 i , P rece Ptionist 
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